How the New Housewives’
Clubs Are Getting Fresher
Buiter, Eggs, Vegetables and
Poultry, and Saving Money
by Buying on the Club Plan
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lhndred persons—housewives and
husbands, too —who bezan to singe-
it svstem ak it eoncerned
thew severn]l monthis ago—and to-
iy they rockon their cconomies
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They formed a co.opera-

b that was really out to ac-

nething and proceeded

without further investigation funto
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the theories of economies to pur-
i ¢ hutter, eggs, frults and fresh
vepetal direcy from producers
and prower

sure it did not gladden the
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s 1 0hini dozet Cres, 1.400
pounmds of  hutter, an average
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The workings of this community
club are typical of hundreds of
others which huve sprung up in
the Fast in the Inst vear. At the
incoming of the parcel post the

larger
land

ONpri companics of

=ort  of

the
industrial
producerto-consumer

hegan a

work in the

movement whieh lms lad 1o the
development of many consumers'
purchasing clubs in the densely

popilated sections of the Atlantie
Seahoard where food products are
generally more expensive.
advantapge ol specific information
lald Belore it by the express com-
panies from reputable
producers on eggs, hntter, apples,
meats and scores of other prod-
ucts — the suburban  community
club went ahead and arranged with
those producers to ship direet to
their headguarters upon receipt of
cheek, .

The ¢lub chose from the weekly
quotation bulletins issued by the
transportation companics whatever
quantities of whatever foodstuffs
its members  wanted, left  that
order with the local express
agent—und receipted for the pro-
duce when it came., From head-
quarters the secretary of the club
arranged for ultimate distribution
by messengers to such members as

cared lo pay a small delivery fee;
many, however, came amnd took
home their purchases themselves.

The club’s holiday turkey order

quatations

last Christmas amounted to 900
pounds, shipped direct from In-
diana turkey ranches. Fresh cel-

ery in fifty dozen lots was “import-
ed” and divided up in small lots.
(‘alifornia fruits, maple sugar and
gvrup from PPennsylvania and Ohlo
shipping points, eggs from the
Middle Western States and butter
from linois creameries=—all wero
satisfactorily purchased and laid
down at the club's headquarters at
prices averaging 20 per cent less
than retail prices,

In New York department stores,
insurance offices, banks, labor or-
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ganizations and factories can bhe
counted  several humdred buying
clubs. Often they have but twenty
or thirty members.  ‘Through edu-
ciating the farmers and producers
to pack in small lots—smaller than
they are aceustomed to ship in
wholesale dealings—the transpor-
fation companics have made it pos-
sible for girls' elubs, . and even
neighborhood cireles, to simplify
their buying system. It is a poor
town from New York to Chicugo
that has not its buving clubs now
organized. A recent estimate cave
Paterson, N. J., forty-five clubs:
ciffalo, thirty; Toledo, Cincinnati,
Cleveland, Louisville and Fort
Wayne 100 odd between them, with
probably 100 alone in Chicago
(many among her manufacturing
establishments with 200 and 200
members apiece) ; and Philadelphia
nearly as many.

One of the Chicago clubs has an
arrangement  with the heads of
the firm among whose employes it
was formed whereby the firm pays
the bills of the buying organiza-
tion and debits its emploves on
pay day for the foodstuffs ordered.
It is a bt of welfare work that
has proved remarkably successful,
and has been imitated in the Iast-
ern buying club circles.

To trace a typieal smuall order
and shipment will explain where
the simplification of the distribu-
tlon system comes in. Take the
instance of a neighborhood elub in
New dersey, composed of not more
than ten people. It really started
with but two housewives who had
heard of the plan and ordered a
ten-pound bhutler package from one
of the many Ohio ereameries who
have taken up the direct-to-con-
sumer business in dead earnest,
The price of hutter, best creamery
variety, in the retail grocers’' shops
of the town was forty-one cents
per pound. It was not an exorbi-
tant price for good butter consid-
ering the season of the year and
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The Weekly Market Basket of a Large Censumers’ Club in Manhattan—-Direct from

Producer io Consumer.

considering  that not  less  than
three  mididemen  and  probubly
more had handled 1he prodaet

but the

New Jersey housewives
were oul gunning for chieaper liv-
ing and better guality and they de-
clded to tafe a chance on the pew
plan,

Covering the expense Ly por
sonul check., they 1
with their local express azent, lie
in turn forwarded the nmoney to the
express agent in whore
the designated butter producer was

the ordey

the 1own

focated.  The agent there turned
over the money and order to it}

ereamery’s sales departmept. The
desired quantity, ten pounds, was

packed and shipped It eaught the
refrigerator express ont of the Olio
town thal night and wis
ta the New Jors
afternoon,
ing.

The 1en one-pounid
cardboard cartons of butter hofors
her had cost exactly thirtvtlhiree
coents ench; she was saving nioney

deliverad
Y wonuin the next
She did a little figur-

paratine-

The ecost at the ereamery  wis
thirty cents per powl. The trans-
portation charge—whicl had also
been figured ont for' her on the
weekly  auoration  bulletin haid
been thirty cenis, or three cents

per pound,  Her neighbors stadied
the plan for a few davs il then
fell to organizing and within o
month were bringing not only but-
ter in thirty pound lots, but | ul-
Iry, eggs, vegetables from faraway
Southern producing points —all at
lower costs. They skipped the mid-
dleme * on certain things and saved
money.

It is not an invelved svstem. It
is merely a linking up of producer
and consumer—seller and purchas-
er. And the great popularity of il
is due to the strong desire of farm-
ers o trade in many of their most
perishable and delicate products
direct with consumers, They are
admittedly after a larger share of
the cily man's purchasing dollar
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and they are adiusting their sales
niethods even  production
thods to aceomplish this direet-
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it plainiy  apparent  in
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of Californi dried {fruits, frosh
cherrics, nuts  awd  oranges has
sprung up between 1 2 Kiteh-
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direet i’ is 0o slogan that has
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]l:u'ii.'n_"-\; 0l pirtiioes, :||||p||-:~' anil
other trnits have becone fvorite
orders of city housewives.,  The

reputation of Long I=land farmers,
utder the guidatee of Hal B, Ful-
Mediord's direct muarketing
iLoand pioncer, has grown
to such a-point that the producers
have actually been sold out nminy
times and foreed (o return orders,

Certain shrewd business farmers
with an eve to the future bave
made a specialty of seliing eEes o
the bhuying club trade of the lare
citins, Naturally  this involves
nmor carcliul  selection, more at
tractive packing—in short, il in-
volves  standardization  at  the
source. But there is a larger part
of the ultimate consumers' expend-

iture won by them
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Once n farmer gets
<supplying  high
the buying ciub trade
ings towards him as naturally as
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custom flows to the reliable eity
e who =¢lls zood  value
cloihes,

The number of produecers who

are thus taking unto themselves
the Munctions  of  middlemen  is
prowing rapidly in all parts of the
conntry.  The cheese manufactur-
crs of Wisconsin along with the
California truit growers and lTown
cpm producers, are payving sharper
the housewife's trado
the co-operative
clubs' trnde than ever hefore,

An Okio buying elub giers regular
thirsignments o California eacly
vegoetables  in season, In 1wo
months the buving clubs of Lin-
coln. Nabraska, placed orders with

dattenton 1o

particularly

Texan  peean  growers  for SO0
potmds of nuts. Kven frogs’ legs
from Minnesota and melons from

Idinna have been disposed of Lo
Fastern  buyving  ¢lubs  of late,
Peaches from fertile lake sections
of Ohio and Michigan and cherries
from HHngis Lave proved practical

and  cconouical shipments.. Fish,
oysters, vepetables of all kinds,
honey in ten and twenty  pound
pails, country smoked hams and
strips of bacon, ducks and hot-
house fruits—in many sections of

the country they have been stand-
ardized at the source, and means
has been found to ship them con-
veniently and economically to buy-
ing clubs in distant eities,

It is, of course, quite out of rea-
son to speak of eliminating all
middlemen by such a movement,
But there [s no gainsaying that
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P;;;king Apples for Shipment Direct from the Orchard

to the Consumers’ Homes.

thousands of families who are pro-
gressive enough to do direet mar-
keting are actnally saving money
by the practise. With many kinds
of produce the movement is bhound
Lo merease, and rather sensational
economies to the

certain to be gained,

The chief good, the really last-
dig benefit to the public at lareoe,
however, will be found in the resi-
lative eflect of the cooperative
movement. It has already had s
effect in o number of the towns
where  consumers'  clubs have
stivesdd up  competition. Dealers
are not slow to take notice of any
movement which appeals to their
cUstomers, Every ton of  food
hrought into a community through
a4 newly dredged  direct-from-the-
producer channel impresses the po.
tailers with the possibilities of a
more simplitied svstem of distriby-
tion. There is a rather signal ex-
ample of this in a railroad town of
the near-West,

HE was one of those smalier
centres of consumption which our
present system o disteibuting farm
products sometinies completely ig-
nores,  Cantaloupe, peaches, sonnd
red apples and fresh gathered cwes
at a reasonatle price were un
Known in the town.,  The
bought their limited stocks throueh
a wholesaler in a distint city, and
when the wholesalers ran shori of

consumer

denlors

anything in particular you conld
not get it in ———'s at any price.
Some of the railroad men of the

town formed a buving club and be-
gan  reaching oat direct to the
actual supply fields of the country,
In & month the retail dealers wolke
up to the fact that they woere be-
hind the times of their community
and they proceeded to search out
irrmlucors on their own rosponsi-
Ality.

are

For a while thoeir rivalry was
merry. but finally the dealers with
their larger orders and better de-
livery racitities won out, The buy-
g club dwindled and later fall to
pieces but——fruit, tresh vegeiablos
and  other inalienable rights of
every American were on suale in
assortments and at lowered
prices in every shop in town. The
consumers’ club broke up cheer-
fmllyy it had aceomplished its pur-
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Pose,

Hal B. Fullerton, a Long I<land
ploncer in the “IMarm 1o Fangd
movement, iz of the opinion tha
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enterprising farmer only had the

thme' to Jdevote 1o the engineerine
[ he project,  As it {5, the Long
wid alirect marketing work testi-
3 10 the plausibiity of lis

nient And two haadred odd con-
sumers' elubs within the city of
New York, huying probabiy ao u
crage of 1,000 pounds or
from Western fHelds cach
sive added strength 1o the
tiulities of o more shuplified iVE.
tem of distributing foodstuils
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In this Magazine Section naxt
Sunday there will be printed an
article teiling just how any group
of people in a large city or a small
one can tarm and operate one of

these co-operative purchasing clubs,

It will give full details about tha
methods of buying and payvi g for
the goods, how to unpack asd dis
tribute them and what scrt of car
riers to provide for the different
kinds of farm products. If vou
want to supply your tahle with
better food at less expense, don'g
miss next Sunday's article.




